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Riding Drag: A Room With A Veiw
By Debra Coppinger-Hill
Sometimes I sit in my desk chair and lean back and 
stare into nothingness while trying to decide what to 
write. I look at a pastel portrait of TR Stephenson, 
scan over to the Queen of the Universe sign 
Jeannie Sutton Hogue presented me, smile at 
my AWA Award and peruse the shelf of antique 
Western books I brought home from Ireland. I 
love my ofýce. It is ýlled with many talismans, 
photographs and little charms that bring back good 
memories and inspire me. But it is the view that 
never ceases to bring the best inspiration.

There are two large windows, one to the east and 
the other to the south. When we moved in we 

purposefully left the old wooden windows in that room. I know they are drafty this 
time of year and not at all energy efýcient, but there is something about looking 
through their old wavy, bubbled glass that grips my heart. They remind me of 
the windows in my Grand-parentsô house in Bristow. There were two small round 
rooms on the front corners of this house; my brother, cousins and I spent many 
winter hours playing there. They were our castle, our fort and whatever else our 
imaginations wanted them to be. We were Cowboys around a campýre, Indians in 
the sacred circle at winter camp and we traveled to the moon and back. The old 
glass in the windows distorted the view outside ever so slightly, giving it a dream-
like quality. Through them, we saw our past and our future.

As I sat today and looked out across the snow covered south pasture, the horses 
began to come up for evening feed. Normally they come up in small bunches; 
today they trailed closely one after another. Luck had it that my camera was close 
at hand and I snapped a series of photos as the older mares paraded by followed 
by the younger mares. Was it pecking order or purely chance that put them in line 
according to age? I like to think it is respect and experience that places them so. 

This leads me to look out the east window. I move back and forth between the two, 
snapping pictures, freezing moments in time. The young bull munches hay from 
the new round bale. A male cardinal þashes by and settles on a bare limb of a tree 
that is my shade in summer. The yearling steers and colts wander into the corral for 
their dinner. I watch as my husband and small grandson ýll ýrst one water tank and 
then another; carrying on a conversation in a language only they understand. They 
are watched by a hawk who knows I stand at the window and who mocks me with 
a pose before þying towards the ridge.

When I transferred the photos to the computer I was disappointed at ýrst. They 
had a hazy appearance and I thought they would not be usable for anything. Then 
I realized they looked exactly like what I was seeing and they looked like things 
used to look through the windows of the round rooms of my childhood. Granny had 
called them her magic rooms and I, fortunate in many ways, now have a magic 
room of my own.

No matter the time of year, I look out and see things with that same halcyon quality 
that used to take my brother, cousins and I to so many far-away places of young 
imagination. The luck y part for me is that I am not imagining this wish come true 
of a view. This view is the dream I dream as I drift off each night and the answer to 
my every prayer. These gifts of Family, Land and Horses are all a part of a vision 
I was gifted as a child. Sometimes we donôt need to see clearly, to see clearly. 
Sometimes all we need is to view the life we have through a magic looking glass.

*Contact Debra Coppinger Hill at ridingdrag@gmail.com

Trainers Gather to Honor Ray Hunt
An invited group of horsemen and students of Ray Hunt will gather for two 
special days to share their skills and present to their peers how they are 
carrying on Rayôs legacy.

The Ray Hunt Memorial Celebration and Clinic is scheduled for February 
27 ï 28, in the Watt Arena at the Will Rogers Memorial Complex in Ft. 
Worth, TX. The event will include 45 minute presentations from trainers, 
who will be critiqued not as to how much was accomplished with a young 
horse, but more importantly, how it was accomplished and how the needs 
of each horse were met by the presenter. 

The invited presenters were chosen and are being honored speciýcally 
for their dedication to the horse and to Ray Huntôs legacy, a legacy that 
includes inspiration of Rayôs teacher and friend, Tom Dorrance. A panel of the participantsô peers will 
critique the presentations, along with each audience member who will have a chance to vote for the 
presenter they see as most embodying the ideals Ray worked to instill in all of us.

The event will also include a banquet, with guest speakers, Larry Mahan, Sharon Cararillo and Pat 
Parelli. Bob Tallman will serve as Master of Ceremony.

The participants, aka ñThe Hunt Clubò are: Martin Black, Wade Black, Buck Brannaman, Peter 
Campbell, Tom Curtin, Paul Dietz, Kip Flaland, Harley Green, Brook Hazlett, Bruce Laird, Jason 
Leitch, Jaton Lord, Buster McLaury, Ty Van Norman, Ricky Quinn, Wayne Robinson, Mark Schwarm, 
Mike Sears, Lee Smith and David Stewart.

Tickets are available by contacting the Will Rogers Center or visit www.rayhunt.com. A strict 4 ticket 
limit will apply.
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Ranch Rodeo Action Returns to Claremore in March
The 5th Annual Green Country Classic Ranch Rodeo and Cowboy Days Trade Show return to the 
Claremore Expo Center March 19-20th. Two rodeo performances are scheduled with area ranch 
cowboys and cowgirls ñriding for the brandò in action packed ranch competition. Chutes will open at 
6:00 p.m.Friday, and 7:00 p.m.Saturday with on-the-edge-of-your-seat entertainment for the entire 
family.

The rodeo invites teams of ýve to six cowboys from the leading 15 ranches in the Green Country 
area to compete in events such as cattle sorting, penning, wild cow milking, cattle branding and 
bronc riding. Cowboys will also have the opportunity to show off their ranch horses Saturday 
morning at the Ranch Horse Competition and the future cowboys will compete in the Junior Ranch 
Horse Competition

In addition to the ranch events, a wide selection of goods and services will be offered at the Cowboy 
Days Trade Show. Every kind of Western gear imaginable - from handmade boots and saddles to 
house wares, will be inside the expo hall.  The free trade show is open from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Friday, and 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Saturday. Other activities, including a Saturday morning chuck 
wagon breakfast, are in the works, so visit www.greencountryclassic.com for updates to the week-
end plans.

Ranch rodeos are a dynamic part of the stateôs cultural landscape and sustain the history of early 
Oklahomaôs cattle-raising economy. The rodeos are an effort to maintain rural values and traditions 
despite a century of ever-increasing urbanization. 

One of only two ranch rodeos sanctioned by the Working Ranch Cowboy Association in the state, 
teams are not only vying for thousands of dollars worth of prizes but also a chance for an invitation 
to compete at the WRCA World Championships in Amarillo, Texas. 

Tickets are available at the following locations:  Gettix.net, Claremore Expo Center, Claremore 
Chamber of Commerce, local Reasorôs stores, Mid America Feeds in Talala, Green Country Sub 
Pumps in Hominy, and Reidôs Vet in Nowata.  For additional information call Courtney Gagan at 
405-834-6565.
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